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(continued jkom p. 77) 

6,000, or 7,000, has been based on the 
perception that without stable funding, 
the opportunities to attack the diseases 
afflicting the public would be jeopar- 
dized. Stability ensured that there was 
a critical mass of scientists pursuing 
the health-related problems of our na- 
tion and served as an incentive to at- 
tract bright young students into the sci- 
ences. 

During the recent National Task 
Force meeting on the NIH Strategic 
Plan, held June 23-25, APS joined 
with our sister societies urging the NIH 
administration to forgo its emphasis on 
program and instead to focus on the 
promotion and encouragement of unso- 
licited, investigator-initiated research. 
Such awards have a proven record, 
producing the scientific breakthroughs 
that have revolutionized the practice of 
medicine and contributed to the devel- 
opment of the biotechnology industry. 
Bernadine Healy was urged to continue 
to emphasize this proven and success- 
ful means of managing NIH resources. 

Whether Healy and the NIH ad- 
ministration will listen to the scientific 
community’s urgings should be known 
by the time you read this issue of The 
Physiologist. NIH has scheduled an 
NIH institute and center director’s re- 
treat for July 15 and 16. At that time, 
the Framework for Discussion of 
Strategies for NIH will be revised to 
accommodate the suggestions made by 
the scientific community at the various 
regional meetings. 

The APS and the scientific com- 
munity look fonvard to the doubling of 
the NIH budget as advocated by 
Bernadine Healy, and we will work 
closely with her to ensure that Con- 
gress provides the necessary funds. 
What we can’t do is advocate a dou- 
bling of the budget at the expense of 
the investigator funded through an un- 
solicited research grant. The endan- 
gered species list is already too long to 
add another. 

Martin Frank 


