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2008 APS/NIDDK Minority Travel Fellows Attend
Experimental Biology in San Diego

The APS regularly awards Travel Fellowships for underrep-
resented minority scientists and students to attend APS scien-
tific meetings with funds provided by the National Institute of
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK). These
Fellowships provide funds for registration, transportation,
meals, and lodging for travel to a meeting location, as well as
complimentary meeting registration. Fifty-one Fellows
attended the APS annual meeting, Experimental Biology (EB)
in San Diego, California from April 5-9, 2008.

Fellows in the NIDDK Minority Travel program not only
received financial support to attend these meetings, but were
also provided professional guidance through pairings with
APS members who served as mentors to the Fellows for the
duration of the conference. Thanks to the time and expertise
offered by mentor volunteers, Fellows were able to maximize
their time and more fully experience the many aspects of each
conference.

During EB, Fellows attended an orientation and reception
on Saturday afternoon, a networking breakfast on Monday,
and a luncheon on Wednesday. This year, the luncheon speak-
er was Patricia E. Molina, Louisiana State Univ. Health
Sciences Center, New Orleans. Molina highlighted studies
that show diversity in work environments improves the qual-
ity of research and APS’s strategic directions to support
underrepresented minority students. Her speech, “Diversity:
Key to Success of Research Teams of the Future” allowed fel-
lows to recognize their essential role in the increasingly glob-
al scientific community.

The travel awards are open to graduate students, postdoc-
toral students, and advanced undergraduate students from

minority groups underrepresented in science (i.e., African
Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, and Pacific
Islanders). Students must be U.S. citizens or permanent resi-
dents. The specific intent of this award is to increase partici-
pation of pre- and post-doctoral minority students in the phys-
iological sciences. For more information, contact Brooke
Bruthers in the APS Education Office at 301-634-7132 or
bbruthers@the-aps.org, or visit http://www.the-aps.org/educa-
tion/minority_prog/index.htm on the APS website. «*

A. Woodard-Grice, C. Richards-Williams and M. Steed at
Experimental Biology 2008.

APS Travel Fellows at Experimental Biology 2008:
Adebowale Adebiyi, Univ. of Tennessee HSC

Julio E. Ayala, Vanderbilt Univ.

Moradeke Bamgboye, Univ. of Maryland, Baltimore
Sharell M. Bindom, LSUHSC

Elizabeth L. Crittenden, Texas State Univ., San Marcos
Nildris Cruz, UPR-Medical Science Campus

Marielly Cuevas, Ponce School of Medicine

Kylie L. Davis, Univ. of North Dakota

Dolores F. Doane, Univ. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
John H. Dubinion, Univ. of Mississippi Medical Center
Jorge L. Gamboa, Univ. of Kentucky

Albert L. Gonzales, Colorado State Univ.

Helmut Bandeira Gottlieb, Univ. of the Incarnate Word
TanYa M. Gwathmey, Wake Forest Univ. School of Medicine
Kadine L. Hamilton, St. Lawrence Univ.

James E. Harris, Auburn Univ.

Lateira D. Haynes, Spelman College

Andres Hernandez, Auburn Univ.

Marcela Herrera, Henry Ford Hospital

Crystal D. Hill-Pryor, Medical College of Georgia
Michael Hoffman, Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison

Sandra Houser, Columbia Univ.

Cynthia Ann Jackson, Tuskegee Univ.

Brandiese E. Jacobs, Univ. of Maryland, Baltimore
Anna K. Leal, UT Southwestern

Exazevia Logan, Wake Forest Univ. School of Medicine
Elizabeth J. Luger, Univ. of North Dakota

Keisa W. Mathis, LSU Health Sciences Center
Matthew McGeachy, Louisiana State Univ. School of Vet. Med.
Miguel F. Molina, LSUHSC
Kimberly X. Mulligan, Vanderbilt Univ.
Juliana O. Odetunde, Univ. of Louisville
Norma B. Ojeda, Univ. of Mississippi Medical Center
Beatriz Pagan-Ortiz, Ponce School of Medicine
Elisha Peterson, Rush Medical College
Kristi M. Porter, Emory Univ.
José Quidgley, Univ. of Puerto Rico School of Medicine
Clintoria Richards-Williams, Univ. of Alabama, Birmingham
Zelieann Rivera, Univ. of Arizona
Edelmarie Rivera-De Jesus, Ponce School of Medicine
Ana E. Rodriguez, Univ. of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences
Jesus Salazar, Univ. of Michigan
Christopher L. Sandoval, Univ. of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
Olga 1. Santiago, Ponce School of Medicine
Mesia M. Steed, Univ. of Louisville
Ann A. Tobin, Medical College of Wisconsin
Inimary Toby, The Res. Inst. Nationwide Children’s Hosp.
Carmen M. Troncoso Brindeiro, Univ. of Nebraska Med. Ctr.
Johana Vallejo-Elias, Midwestern Univ.,

Arizona Osteopathic School of Medicine
Lizette Warner, Mayo Clinic
Vabren L. Watts, Meharry Medical College
Alencia V. Woodard-Grice, Univ. of Alabama at Birmingham
Jessica A. Clark, Washington Univ. School of Medicine
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APS Meeting Mentors at Experimental Biology 2008:
Sean M. Wilson, Univ. of Mississippi School of Pharmacy
Evangeline D. Motley, Meharry Medical College
Johanna Krontiris-Litowitz, Youngstown State Univ.
Johana Vallejo-Elias, Midwestern Univ.,

Arizona Osteopathic School of Medicine
Declan F. McCole, Univ. of California, San Diego
David W. Rodenbaugh, Minnesota State Univ. Moorhead
David P. Brooks, GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceutical
Curt D. Sigmund, Univ. of Iowa
Robert L. Hester, Univ. of Mississippi Medical Center
Donald G. Welsh, Univ. of Calgary
Michael J. Ryan, Univ. of Mississippi
Lourdes A Fortepiani, Univ. of Texas HSC, San Antonio
Ann A. Tobin, Medical College of Wisconsin
Gregory D. Cartee, Univ. of Michigan
Cynthia Ann Jackson, Tuskegee Univ.,
Robert G. Carroll, East Carolina Univ. School of Medicine
Patrice G. Guyenet, Univ. of Virginia Health System
Martin Frank, American Physiological Society
Liming Jin, Univ. of California, Davis
Brett Wong, Kansas State Univ.
Alan F. Sved, Univ. of Pittsburgh
Zachary M. Sellers, Univ. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Dee U. Silverthorn, Univ. of Texas

Parimal (Perry) Chowdhury, Univ. of Arkansas for Med. Sci.

Rudy M. Ortiz, Univ. of California, Merced

Gina C. Schatteman, Univ. of Iowa

Marcela Herrera, Henry Ford Hospital

Jennifer C. Sullivan, Medical College of Georgia

Mark G. Clemens, Univ. of North Carolina at Charlotte
Susan M. Barman, Michigan State Univ.

Usha Raj, Harbor-UCLA Research/Education Institute
Nancy Pelaez, Purdue Univ.

Minority Travel Fellows at the EB Luncheon.
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Julio E. Ayala, Vanderbilt Univ.
R.K. Rao, Univ. of Tennessee Health Science Center
Douglas C. Eaton, Emory Univ. School of Medicine
Keshari Thakali, Univ. of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
Richard J. Paul, Univ. of Cincinnati College of Medicine
Helen E. Raybould, Univ. of California, Davis

School of Vet. Med.
Merry L. Lindsey, The Univ. of Texas Health Science Center
Joanna Floros, The Pennsylvania State Univ. College of Med.
Mingy Liang, Medical College of Wisconsin
Jane F. Reckelhoff, Univ. of Mississippi Medical Center
Chris Baylis, Univ. of Florida, Gainesville
Rolando E. Rumbaut, Baylor College of Medicine

& Michael E. DeBakey V.A. Medical Center
Patricia E. Molina, Louisiana State Univ. HSC
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