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Letter from the Chair:
Greetings! This is my first letter to the membership after Chris Cheeseman passed me the baton of section
leadership during our banquet and business meeting at EB2009. The nearly hundred banquet attendees
loudly showed their appreciation for the enormous contributions that Chris has made to strengthen our
section (or was it just bellowing for more wine?), and heartily applauded our brilliant Davenport lecturer
(Susan Henning) and the winners of our trainee awards. In between courses, the same group also voted to
approve new Section bylaws that accurately define our operating procedures for the first time in many many
years (available on the APS website). Finally, I should also mention that the after dinner speaker (me) was
completely irreverent and inappropriate, but blessedly brief. Many thanks to Susan Hagen for organizing a
truly exceptional event for us at the legendary Court of Two Sisters Restaurant, and to Takeda
Pharmaceutical for generously supporting the event.

It is also time to note a number of other transitions in the section leadership. Last Spring, the membership
elected Bruno Hagenbuch (Univ Kansas) and Lara Gawenis (Univ Utah) as councilors of the section, and I
would like to offer them a hearty welcome! Jerry Turner has now taken the mantle of our secretary/treasurer,
while Jamie Collins takes the helm to organize section programming at EB. Combined with our other
Steering Committee members, this is an outstanding and dedicated team.

During EB2009, we had our first Trainee Poster Session and it was a great chance to see the work of the
upcoming GI and Liver scientists. This event will be expanded at EB2010, so please keep your eyes open for
it, as well as all the other excellent programming organized by our section. Not least among these events will
be our Davenport lecturer: Michael D. Gershon from Columbia University as well as our banquet after-

dinner speaker and 2009 Takeda Distinguished
Researcher Awardee: Gail Hecht from University of
Illinois-Chicago.

The APS runs on volunteers. Thinking that it is time for
you to get involved? There are many opportunities for
everyone from trainees to senior scientists and we
really need your input. At that society level, nominate
yourself (or others) to join APS committees. There are
lots of open positions, and we sorely need
representation from our members. At the section level,
propose a symposium topic and speakers for EB2011
(yes, we must start this early…). Most sadly, we are
losing Jessica Clark as our trainee representative on
the section Steering Committee (she had the audacity
to get a faculty position!) so think about a motivated
replacement for her.

So everyone get your EB2010 abstracts ready for
submission by November 4, 2009 and I will see you all
in Anaheim from April 24-28!

Chip

SEND IN YOUR ABSTRACTS AND AWARD APPLICATIONS




